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USE VALUE APPRAISAL GOALSUSE VALUE APPRAISAL GOALS

to encourage the maintenance of Vermont's productiveto encourage the maintenance of Vermont's productive
agricultural and forest landagricultural and forest land

to encourage their conservation and preservation for futureto encourage their conservation and preservation for future
productive use and for the protection of natural ecologicalproductive use and for the protection of natural ecological
systemssystems

to prevent the accelerated conversion of lands to moreto prevent the accelerated conversion of lands to more
intensive use by the pressure of property taxationintensive use by the pressure of property taxation

to encourage and assist in the preservation andto encourage and assist in the preservation and
enhancement of Vermont's scenic natural resourcesenhancement of Vermont's scenic natural resources

to enable the citizens of Vermont to plan its orderly growthto enable the citizens of Vermont to plan its orderly growth



5 Questions for5 Questions for
Vermont Forestry CommunityVermont Forestry Community

Has the program Has the program maintained productive forest landmaintained productive forest land??

Has the program assisted in the conservation of enrolled forestHas the program assisted in the conservation of enrolled forest
land for the land for the protection of natural ecological systemsprotection of natural ecological systems??

Can Can computer technologycomputer technology  improve monitoring and  improve monitoring and
compliance?compliance?

Are there Are there sufficient personnelsufficient personnel to administer the program? to administer the program?

Would Would annual reportingannual reporting by forest land owners affect the by forest land owners affect the
program?program?



David BrynnDavid Brynn

Raised in MontpelierRaised in Montpelier

Bachelors & Masters Degrees in Forestry fromBachelors & Masters Degrees in Forestry from
UVMUVM

28 years with Vermont Dept. of FP&R28 years with Vermont Dept. of FP&R

Timber Harvesting Impact Study Field ForesterTimber Harvesting Impact Study Field Forester

Founder & Director of Vermont Family ForestsFounder & Director of Vermont Family Forests

Director of UVMDirector of UVM’’s Green Forestry Educations Green Forestry Education
InitiativeInitiative

Family Forest Owner with 31-acres enrolled inFamily Forest Owner with 31-acres enrolled in
UVAUVA
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“Voila! Verde Mont!”

Samuel de Champlain (1609)

Literally ‘Verdant Mountains’

from verdoir which means:

‘to be green’



Vermont, circa 1850 20% forested



Vermont, circa 2007

78% forested



VERMONT FOREST FACTSVERMONT FOREST FACTS
(2006 USDA)(2006 USDA)

Timberland Timberland   4,352,8554,352,855

acresacres

ForestlandForestland 4,462,8354,462,835

acresacres

TOTAL LAND AREATOTAL LAND AREA 5,919,7025,919,702



 Vermont Timberland by Vermont Timberland by
Ownership Class Ownership Class (USDA 2006)(USDA 2006)

National ForestNational Forest    11%   11%

State State       7%      7%

Local Local         1%      1%

BusinessBusiness       1%      1%

Family Family             80%            80%



Vermont Forest Products Industry

Generates $1.0 billion annually
$224 per forested acre

Employs 6400 people in Vermont’s
manufacturing workforce
$207,400,000 annual payroll



Vermont’s Forest-Based
Tourism and Recreation

Contributes $485,000,000 Annually
Employs 6300 people
$93,000,000 payroll



The Fruits of Well-Conserved Forests

•Highest quality water supplies

•Biologically Diverse

•Carbon storage
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Montreal ProcessMontreal Process
Sustainable Forestry is Complex!Sustainable Forestry is Complex!

Conservation of Biologically DiversityConservation of Biologically Diversity

Maintenance of Productive CapacityMaintenance of Productive Capacity
Maintenance of Forest EcosystemMaintenance of Forest Ecosystem
Health and VitalityHealth and Vitality
Conservation and Maintenance of SoilConservation and Maintenance of Soil
and Water Resourcesand Water Resources
Maintenance of Forest Contribution toMaintenance of Forest Contribution to
Global Carbon CyclesGlobal Carbon Cycles
Maintenance and Enhancement ofMaintenance and Enhancement of
Long-Term Socio-Economic BenefitsLong-Term Socio-Economic Benefits



Stumpage Prices

COUNTY FORESTER
ESTIMATE

Site II – 100 bd. feet/acre/ year

Mill Price $375 - $500
$50 per MBF trucking
$200 per MBF logging

-----------
$125 - $250 per MBF stumpage

or
$12.50 - $25 per acre per year

GROSS

(NET - Less Management Costs)



Average Statewide StumpageAverage Statewide Stumpage

(2005)(2005)

Harvest stumpage value/yrHarvest stumpage value/yr $31,500,000$31,500,000

Total forested acresTotal forested acres     4,462,835    4,462,835

Harvest stumpage/acre/yr               Harvest stumpage/acre/yr               $7.05$7.05

Value of shipments/acre/yrValue of shipments/acre/yr        $224.00       $224.00



““StumpageStumpage””
==

3.15% of total3.15% of total
value of shipmentsvalue of shipments



“Economic returns from forest
stewardship often do not cover

the costs of forestland
ownership.”

Vermont Forest Resources Plan
(2000)



“The two great ruiners of 
private land are ignorance and 
economic constraint.”

from Wendell Berry



 Vermont Timberland by Vermont Timberland by
Ownership Class Ownership Class (USDA 2006)(USDA 2006)

National ForestNational Forest    11%   11%

State State       7%      7%

Local Local         1%      1%

BusinessBusiness       1%      1%

Family Family             80%            80%



Many benefits (ecosystem services) of forests –

including clean water, carbon storage, pretty views,
and biological diversity – are not accounted for in the
current economic system.



Changing ClimateChanging Climate

Severe wind eventsSevere wind events
Increased drought and fireIncreased drought and fire
Increased heavy down poursIncreased heavy down pours
Increased soil erosionIncreased soil erosion
Reduced winter logging conditionsReduced winter logging conditions
Lower water qualityLower water quality
Increased losses due to insects & diseaseIncreased losses due to insects & disease
Reductions in soil carbonReductions in soil carbon
Rapid changes in species typesRapid changes in species types



Peaking Oil SuppliesPeaking Oil Supplies

Increased demands for wood for energy.Increased demands for wood for energy.

No such thing as No such thing as ‘‘waste woodwaste wood’’ in the in the

forest: cation exchange sites, debris dams,forest: cation exchange sites, debris dams,

terrestrial and aquatic habitat, waterterrestrial and aquatic habitat, water

retention, carbon storage, and soil buildingretention, carbon storage, and soil building

functions.functions.
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USE VALUE APPRAISAL:USE VALUE APPRAISAL:
High Quality Timber Production &High Quality Timber Production &

Protection of Water QualityProtection of Water Quality



5 Questions for5 Questions for

Vermont Forestry CommunityVermont Forestry Community

Has the program Has the program maintained productive forest landmaintained productive forest land??

Has the program assisted in the conservation of enrolledHas the program assisted in the conservation of enrolled
forest land for the forest land for the protection of natural ecologicalprotection of natural ecological
systemssystems??

Can Can computer technologycomputer technology  improve monitoring and  improve monitoring and
compliance?compliance?

Are there Are there sufficient personnelsufficient personnel to administer the program? to administer the program?

Would Would annual reportingannual reporting by forest land owners affect the by forest land owners affect the
program?program?



Forest SurveyForest Survey

Seeking Seeking RangeRange  of Perspectivesof Perspectives

Sent to 50 landowners, loggers, sawmill owners, foresters, ecologists,Sent to 50 landowners, loggers, sawmill owners, foresters, ecologists,
& biologists.& biologists.

Respondents (42%)Respondents (42%)

7 Landowners7 Landowners

3 Consulting Foresters3 Consulting Foresters

4 County Foresters4 County Foresters

2 Land Trust Staff Foresters2 Land Trust Staff Foresters

5 Forest Ecologists/ Biologists5 Forest Ecologists/ Biologists

Followed up with one-on-one meetings and phone conversations.Followed up with one-on-one meetings and phone conversations.



Is UVA Maintaining VermontIs UVA Maintaining Vermont’’ss

Productive Forestland?Productive Forestland?



Potentially UVA- EligiblePotentially UVA- Eligible

ForestlandForestland
(2006 Grand List Data)(2006 Grand List Data)

3,100,000 acres (50% enrolled)3,100,000 acres (50% enrolled)



Forest Acres Enrolled in Current Use 

by Size Class
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Is UVA Maintaining VermontIs UVA Maintaining Vermont’’ss

Productive Forestland?Productive Forestland?

100% of survey respondents100% of survey respondents

said said ‘‘YesYes’’..

““Use Value is essential.Use Value is essential.””

““CouldnCouldn’’t afford to steward myt afford to steward my

forestland without it!forestland without it!””



Is UVA Adequately ProtectingIs UVA Adequately Protecting

Natural Ecological Systems?Natural Ecological Systems?



““Yes. But Keep Timber Focus!Yes. But Keep Timber Focus!””

““Although I would like the program to make provisionsAlthough I would like the program to make provisions
for other values as I have described above, I believefor other values as I have described above, I believe
that management for forest products should bethat management for forest products should be
central to the program.central to the program.

Harvesting trees creates jobs both directly & throughHarvesting trees creates jobs both directly & through
ripple effectsripple effects……

There would be great opposition to providing taxThere would be great opposition to providing tax
incentives that did not return tangible benefits toincentives that did not return tangible benefits to
VermontVermont..””

Consulting ForesterConsulting Forester



““Yes, But Put Forest Health First!Yes, But Put Forest Health First!””

““UVA should prioritize putting forest healthUVA should prioritize putting forest health

first by focusing on water, soil, biologicalfirst by focusing on water, soil, biological

diversity, carbon storage and forest vitalitydiversity, carbon storage and forest vitality

as key management strategies that areas key management strategies that are

embraced by the UVA program.embraced by the UVA program.””

Forest Guild StatementForest Guild Statement



Is UVA Adequately ProtectingIs UVA Adequately Protecting

Natural Ecological Systems?Natural Ecological Systems?

Amend the 20% Rule so that 

Important ecological areas not managed 

for timber may be included. 



Computer TechnologyComputer Technology

Expand use of GeographicExpand use of Geographic

Information System TechnologyInformation System Technology

Increase use of electronic options forIncrease use of electronic options for

filing plans and reportsfiling plans and reports

Improve information sharing capacityImprove information sharing capacity

between state agenciesbetween state agencies



Use Value Parcels by CountyUse Value Parcels by County

Forester by DistrictForester by District
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Increase County Forester staffing 
to improve program administration.



IN SUM: Vermont’s Use Value Appraisal Program is
essential for the

economic productivity & ecological health
of Vermont’s private forests. It can be improved. It is working.


